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Food Pod Ties Social & Environmental
Sustainability
Have you seen the new addition to campus? The bright blue box on northwest side
of campus is part of an exciting research initiative that not only touches
environmental, but also social sustainability efforts. Inside the semi-truck sized
structure, coined “food pod”, researchers are studying the feasibility of sustainably
growing produce in the small, enclosed space. The hope? One day the “food pod”
can be placed in food insecure areas to provide fresh fruits and veggies to those in
its area. This research initiative is part of a multi-campus project led by Anne
Fennell, SDSU Professor of Horticulture. Researchers at SDSU are looking at data
points like electric power usage, water usage, how it responds in our local climate
conditions, and vegetable production.

Read about the Food Pod

Harding Hall Wins Award for Reuse
Innovation, reuse, and modern are three words to describe Harding Hall today.
Starting as a dorm in the 1950's, Harding Hall was recently renovated to house the
Ness School of Management and Economics. All of this was accomplished while still
saving the old building, but renovating it to fit current needs. These sustainability
efforts were recognized by the publication American School and University in the
adaptive reuse category.

Read about Harding Hall

Factors Play into Recycling
Since 1996, SDSU has offered recycling. What started as a small system has grown
to encompass individual recycling bins in offices and dorm rooms. The convenience
of recycling has never been easier. The importance of recycling has also never
been greater, with recycling providing a way to minimize our global waste pollution
and offering a more energy efficient way to make new projects. But in the world of
recycling, multiple factors play a role in what can be recycled and how.

Read about Recycling Factors
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Harding Hall renovation receives award
DECEMBER 16, 2019

The eforts to remodel Harding Hall were recently recognized by the publication American School and University in the adaptive reuse
category.

From its sart in 1954 as a men’s residence hall, Harding Hall has seen a few changes. However, none of
those changes were as drasic as it becoming the home of the Ness School of Management and Economics.
The building has been transformed into 40 ofces and two classrooms including the new location for the Firs
Dakota National Bank e-Trading Education Lab.
Those changes were recently recognized by the publication American School and University in the adaptive
reuse category. According to Leslie Olive, an architect and planner with Facilities and Services, this honor is

only the second time SDSU has been in the AS&U design awards issue.
Harding Hall was the frs of three building projects on campus with a Version Four certifcation from the
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design rating sysem. The V4 certifcation is the highes rating in
LEED, which is used to evaluate the environmental performance of a building and encourage susainable
architectural design.
Olive said the project had challenges due to a limited space between foors. Due to the amount of mechanical
needs, several newer products were used.
“The building incorporates a chilled beam heating and cooling sysem. This is a relatively new mechanical
sysem technology that is highly energy efcient and is an innovative use in the right application,” Olive said.
“The building was converted from a double-loaded corridor with a bunch of small rooms on each side to a
single-loaded corridor with branch corridors to ofce suites and classroom suites. That move really made a lot
of diference.
“The university has goals of having not only good functional designs, but also something that is basically ‘high
design’ or better than the average building,” Olive continued. “We want really good, quality design out of
every project we do. To actually have somebody else recognize it and say, ‘you know, this is good work. It
represents good design, has some innovative qualities to it … it’s jus afrming; that’s what I like about it.”
The award’s jury cited Harding Hall “sets an example for adaptive reuse … wonderful transformation of an
old, tired building into a new, vibrant collection of spaces.”
“We thought it was a good representation of a building a lot of people would have thought to get rid of,” said
Ryan Murphy of JLG Architects. “But we and Facilities and Services decided it was a defnite candidate to be
saved. And I think we executed that really well. I thought the award was well deserved and glad to see others
felt the same way.”
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Recycling Factors
BY JENNIFER MCLAUGHLIN |

JANUARY 16, 2020

Since 1996, SDSU has ofered recycling. What sarted as a small sysem has grown to encompass individual
recycling bins in ofces and dorm rooms. The convenience of recycling has never been easier. The
importance of recycling has also never been greater, with recycling providing a way to minimize our global
wase pollution and ofering a more energy efcient way to make new projects.
However, like any program, there are bumps in the road and changes to the program. If you have been on
campus for any number of years, you may have noticed that the recycling “how-to” guide changes. This is
one of those challenges. Recycling is primarily driven by markets and what companies are willing to make
their products out of. For example, if no one is making products out of recycled glass, then the market value
goes down and the product is deemed unrecyclable. However, if a company fnds an economical way to
reuse that product, it may come back and be recyclable again. In addition, as our culture revolves around a
throw-a-way society, there is an abundance of products and thus far more supply than could meet demand.
Along with the market value, the quality of a product is also a player in the recycling game. Products that are
made of low-quality material are often not valuable in the market sream. Take plasics as an example. There
are so many diferent types of plasics from the plasic in a water bottle to plasic in a sraw. While both are
considered “plasics”, only one is recyclable. This boils down to their make up and chemisry of the item. Can
the product be broken down and sill be good enough quality to be reused? If the answer is yes, it can be
recycled. If not, the product goes to the landfll.
It’s also what is mixed in with the recycling that afects its quality and value. Any trash item (say food or candy
wrapper) that is found in the recycling increases the amount of time to sort the recyclable products and
degrades the quality of recycling. In fact, having trash in the recycling sysem afects the process and quality
of recycling so much that recycling entities are charged if too much trash is in their recycling. This holds true
for SDSU as well. To minimize any coss charged to SDSU, our cusodial saf is trained in what can be
recycled. As each bag of recycling is collected, the cusodial saf checks that the majority of the content is
recyclable. If it is recyclable, it goes to the recycling dumpser. If not, it goes to the trash dumpser.
When it comes down to it, having an efective recycling program is made possible not only by the market, but
also by every individual. When people are well-versed on what can be recycled and ensure that all items are
placed in the appropriate wase receptacle, communities and campuses can be sure they are positively

contributing to our shared environment.
To learn more about what can be recycled and what bins are for recycling, please visit
https://www.sdsate.edu/susainability/recycling
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